
 

 

November 18, 2013 
Heckuva Job, Brownie 

That phrase bring back memories? Conjure up an image of devastation and 
governmental failure on an unprecedented scale? It should.  

Mike Brown, “Brownie” was a businessman and a whale of a fundraiser for the GOP. 
He was clueless as to what FEMA was supposed to do.  But he had great ‘rapport’ 
with Big Business.  Hence, the big bucks in the election cycles.  

Gradually, over the past 4 decades, this has become the case throughout all of the 
Federal and State Agencies. The main qualification is party affiliation and how much 
fundraising you did for the party in power.  Ability and expertise don’t even rate.  

Lobbyists provide the ‘expertise’ at every level of government.  We’re paying for it 
and we are getting screwed because of it, more and more every election.  

Business and government have become so entwined that it has become government 
in service of business.  As a fact, the minute government moves towards “the 
General Welfare”, in anything be it Social Security, Medicare, ACA, Infrastructure, 
Food Stamps, Head Start, Student Loans… it is portrayed as an anathema, a hated 
thing, and the recipients, regardless of circumstances and effort on their part, are 
vilified, mercilessly.   

If you are not making a profit, you are a ‘taker’. Even if you’re working 3 jobs at 
minimum wage, trying to feed your kids, you’re the bad guy, while the super wealthy 
and the major corporations get more and more tax breaks, which means, they are the 
takers: They take Profit, they don’t pay their share of taxes--- and they are heroes in 
business, finance and government circles.  

Business and government are two separate things and very different from one 
another and we have forgotten that.  Running a government is not like running a 
business and running a business is not like running a family budget.  But we are told, 
repeatedly, they are all the same.  

All our resources go to businesses, and a few become extremely wealthy from what 
is intended to benefit the entire nation. We are robbed at the well-head and again at 
the pump, and again as everything we buy increases in costs do to the rising cost of 
fuel.  That’s just ONE example. 

Oil, for instance. It’s supposed to benefit the nation, but instead, it goes to a few well-
connected corporations who pay no royalties, no taxes, and then on top of that get 
government grants in the billions of dollars, despite their obscene profits, and then 
they sell it back to us at rates that skyrocket on the whim of those who control the 
market.  Fill up your tank lately? Or just put in $50 and hope that gets you through the 
week?  
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It doesn’t cost a penny more to get the oil out of the ground today than it did 
yesterday, and the workers don’t get raises on a daily or hourly basis, but the price of 
oil fluctuates every hour, and the cost to us is even greater at the gas pumps.  

As we spend more and more of our hard earned income on fuel, we save less and we 
have less and we are condemned for not saving more.  Meanwhile, fat cats in board 
rooms give themselves billions more in bonuses, and it comes out of our pockets.  

But we do nothing.  Government does nothing. Government is there to protect and 
promote business.  

When Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast States, there was an opportunity for local 
and regional businesses to hire local people, put them back to work, rebuilding, but 
they were shut out of the bidding process, and Bechtel, Blackwater,  and other Global 
Corporations came in, hired outside workers who worked for next to nothing, and 
three things happened:  1: There are, even this many years later, neighborhoods that 
are still in shambles, 2: the people in the area unable to get work even rebuilding their 
own neighborhood, became more poverty stricken and relied on government welfare 
3: the Fat Cats at Bechtel and Blackwater became even richer.  

Hundreds of billions of dollars misapplied, misdirected, never accounted for. That’s 
what you get when you let businesses dictate what government should do and not 
do. (Do: Give me the money. Don’t: hold me accountable for it.) 

Business is the answer to everything.  Our governments don’t plan for disaster relief 
at home nor abroad as a priority, but only as an afterthought.  Business first. Tax 
breaks for businesses that outsource to slave labor nations, top priority. Fixing 
crumbling bridges, schools, hospitals, not so much.  

If our tax dollars go to Big Businesses and Big Banks, that’s good. If tax dollars go to 
feed or house our poor, or educate our population, or take care of our elderly--- that’s 
bad. Military spending/contracting, by the way, is the biggest cost to our government 
and it is mostly to private contractors.  Where does the money go? Don’t ask. Don’t 
tell.  

Back to Katrina 

Katrina revealed a lot of flaws in our business-loves-politics-loves-business model of 
government.  Major Departments, such as FEMA, which had worked fantastically 
from Carter on forward, and which had at the helm, people with 10-25 years 
experience who knew what they were doing, was gutted when Bush 43 walked in the 
door, and decided that the heads of these agencies, rather than being people of 
experience and knowledgeable expertise in the areas most critical to the functioning 
and the mission of those agencies, would be replaced by political ‘allies’ and postings 
were awarded more as a reward for top fund raisers in the party, rather than people 
who have any clue as to what the agencies needed to run, be effective and to help 
the people, especially in crisis.  
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The result was an extremely late, extremely disorganized response to the biggest 
hurricane to hit our mainland in decades.  People left to fend for themselves for over 
a week, while bloated bodies bobbed macabrely in the background of reporters 
touring on boats asking where was the help, when was it coming? 

When FEMA did respond, it was pathetic.  No food, no water, no first aid, mostly 
politicians holding pressers thanking everyone for doing such a great job when there 
was no job done at all.  

Later, the trailers showed up. Another government reward to a contractor who made 
a fortune while the trailers, no place to put them, rotted in fields. No hook ups, 
nothing.  

It was as if government was going through the motions, but had no clue how anything 
really did work or was supposed to work.  Billions and billions of dollars wasted and 
misapplied, all in the name of promoting businesses, especially those that were 
politically connected.  

“Heckuva Job Brownie” became the punch line to which no one was laughing.  

I point to FEMA and Katrina as the example of how badly government can fail the 
people when those in charge of the agencies, and those heading the departments, 
really are just political cronies with no clue as to what is entailed in actually running 
critical aspects of our government, especially when there is a crisis.  

They all know how to bring businesses in, especially big Global Corporations, 
because they think business is the answer to every crisis.  The result is that every 
crisis devolves into a greater crisis and an escalating tragedy of horrors when things 
go wrong and are ignored.   

Watching Eric Holder congratulate Tim Purdon for his great work in Indian Country, 
reminded me of Katrina, the political press conferences where politicians 
congratulated themselves and thanked each other for doing such a great job when 
clearly, no job was done, much less done well.  

One of the key tools to success in business is good PR. Keep repeating that 
message of success over and over again, regardless of true or not, and people will 
think of you/your business as ‘a success’.  

The whole time we have been following all the legal channels in reporting child 
abuses, and massive corruption on Spirit Lake rez, waiting for those in government to 
do their job, and they do nothing, except congratulate themselves on what a great job 
they are doing.  

It has been over two years now since those Mandated Reports detailing urgency and 
crisis, started coming in, going right to all the people who are supposed to respond, 
within 24 hours, and yet to this day, as of this writing, not one child has been 
removed from the known predators who have them. Not one.  
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The children referred to in those reports continue to be raped, beaten, severely 
neglected, and a few have died at the hands of their abusers and neglectors.  Still, 
nothing is done to rescue the children.  

Instead, all these agencies, ACF, HHS, IHS, FBI, DOJ have turned their wrath upon 
those who issued the reports.   

Tim Purdon said in one interview that he personally had checked out the Mandated 
Reports and found them to be untruthful, and no urgency or crisis existed…. And then 
another baby died.  And then another child died. And the rapes continue, while he 
has refused to meet with and discuss the details of a single report with the man who 
filed them, Thomas Sullivan of the ACF.  

That failure, by the way, is a direct violation of the protocol in place for responding to 
Mandated reports.  Then again, not one protocol has been followed by anyone 
receiving the Mandated Reports.  

Tim Purdon has failed to make one arrest for child rape on Spirit Lake Reservation. 
Rapes have been reported, the victims retaliated upon, but no rapists arrested.  

Heckuva Job, Timmy.  Holder so proud of you, he wishes he had more like you.  

The retaliation against the victims and those who reported the crimes, continues to 
this day while Timmy takes a bow.  The corruption continues. The abuse continues. 
The rapes continue. The Human Trafficking continues.  

It’s time we raise our voices together and demand action on the part of the Federal 
and Tribal Governments.  Change. Org has a petition to bring this matter to greater 
attention. Bureau of Indian Affairs End the Rampant Sexual abuse of Children on 
Spirit Lake...  You  have to go to the website to click the link if you are reading the 
printer version.  I urge all of you reading this to sign that petition. Change.Org, if they 
get enough signatures, carries the message to the greater media and makes the 
issue harder to ignore.  I have signed several petitions from them and have never 
been spammed.  Simply put: This petition is a demand to our government that they 
address this issue with action.  It’s a start.  

Money, Money, Money 

Indian Country Today had an interesting story on Tribal Leaders meeting at this big 
whoop‐dee‐doo‐dah at the White House this week. “Top 10 Tribal Desires at 2013 
White House Tribal Nations Conference” .  I read through the top ten on their Santa 
Wish list.  More money,… money,… more money… business… money…  
Nowhere on their Top 10 priority was any request for the Federal Government to fix 
the broken Justice System in Indian Country.  
 
Not one word about the children. Not one word about the Injustice that is at the root 
of all that ails Indian Country: Abuse, addiction, violence, murder, suicide, rape and 
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corruption all of which cannot be cured or even begin to heal until the matter of 
injustice and corruption in the Justice  System is addressed and fixed.  
 
But all of these Indian Leaders are the new breed of Indian. They are the business 
oriented Indians.  There is no problem they have seen that cannot be used to get 
more money from the government.  Crisis is profitable. More suicides? More money! 
More rape? More money.  More child rape? More money!  
 
Starting a factory or a casino or any business in Indian Country does nothing to stop 
the abuses, rapes and the subsequent Human Wreckage of addiction and cycles of 
more abuse and violence.  The only thing that will stop that is Justice.  
 
The one thing lacking in Indian Country, that keeps the Good People on all the 
reservations from having decent housing, decent education, and a shot at life, is the 
Injustice that pervades all Tribal Governments and it is fed an nurtured from the 
Federal and State Governments on down.  The corrupt are protected because they 
give the best deals to businesses that come in and want to take advantage of the 
Federal funding, huge tax breaks, lax pollution and safety standards enforcement.  
 
If you start arresting the corrupt, businesses will suffer. Big businesses. They kind 
that make huge contributions to political parties (both, All, every).  Violence, abuse, 
addiction, and corruption would subside, but hey, if it hurts business, it's baaaaad. 
 
The corrupt are never prosecuted. The rapists, if they are connected to the corrupt, 
are never prosecuted. The victims are harassed until their lives are a living hell. 
They learn to just take the abuse, rape and violence and say nothing because no 
one, and this has been proved with the Thirteen Mandated Reports, whose job it is 
to protect you and enforce the law, will dare raise a finger to protect you or go after 
them.  
 
People on the outside are left with the idea that “Indians are just like that, and they 
don’t want to change.”  
 
If it was your community where the corrupt ran everything, and you had nowhere to 
turn, how would you exist?  
 
What if it was your 7-year old daughter that was raped, and the rapist wrote you an 
apology note, which the USAG on your rez gave you the note, but failed to 
prosecute effectively, and let the rapist go free?  And when you complain to that 
USAG she tells you that you got an apology note, you should be happy with that, 
how would your life suck?  
 
If you think it is wrong to rape children, sign that petition. If you think it is wrong for 
those who rape children to not be prosecuted, sign that petition. If you think it is 
wrong for those who steal, embezzle millions of tax dollars to be allowed to be given 
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millions more by the same government that ignores their corruption, sign that 
petition.  
 
Until there is Justice in Indian Country, we all pay. And we all live in the aftermath of 
decades of failure of Justice in our lack of safety and security in our own lives.  
Those who have been appointed to the positions where they are supposed to protect 
the children in ACF and HHS don’t see their job as protecting children. They see 
their job as silencing the victims, and pushing money out to ‘businesses’ and 
‘foundations and orgs’ that also do not believe there should be Justice in Indian 
Country, just more profit for Corporate Bigs.  
 
They are on a PR mission to smile, praise and thank those who do nothing and have 
done nothing for the children.  The dead bodies of children and babies are bobbing 
in the stagnant floodwaters of corruption, while the praise and thanks takes the 
spotlight. The rest of us are asking “Where is the law enforcement coming?” 
 
These people were appointed, sadly, with no interest in the stated mission of their 
agencies.  They were political players, big fund raisers, and they hired and 
appointed those just like them to work under them in critically important positions 
without a thought nor care as to what would happen if they failed at their job.  
 
They have failed. They have failed to protect the children. They have failed to rescue 
the children. They have succeeded at draining tax dollars and funneling them to 
political allies, making political hay… but they are either clueless as to the mission of 
their agencies and the laws themselves, or they are deliberately obstructing both in 
what can only be the unholiest alliances on the planet.  There is no middle ground 
on this.  
 
Brownie was incompetent at his job. But I’ll give him this much. When Katrina hit, he 
tried.   
 
So far, all I am seeing from Marianne McMullen, Tim Purdon, the Entire BIA and FBI 
is worse than no effort at all; but rather a full court press to silence the victims and 
bury the reports.  George Sheldon had an abominable record as head of DCF if 
Florida—the worst in the country, but he was promoted to higher office as a political 
payback.  It had to be. No one could look at the record of the man who in 2009 had 
the highest mortality rate, fully one half of the dead children in government care in 
the nation, from his state, Florida, and on his watch, and said: “There’s the guy we 
need to deal with the crises of rampant child abuse and child rape on Federal lands 
(reservations).  Unless they wanted more dead children…. 
 
Sign the petition and force them to deal with the Mandated  Reports.  Two of the 
children mentioned in the reports are dead for their lack of action.  The rest remain in 
the clutches of their abusers and rapists. Others we have lost track of completely. 
No one, not even their mothers know where they are.  
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Sign the Petition and say “Heckuva Job, Timmy.” People will know what you mean. 
The same way people see the desperation and death in Katrina’s aftermath when 
you say “Heckuva Job Brownie,” let them see Dead children, dead babies, rape 
victims under the age of 13 being incarcerated for reporting, when you say “Heckuva 
Job, Timmy.”  Let that follow him and his political aspirations all the way to his last 
breath on this earth.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 
 
 
 
 

 


